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What motivates you to memorize Scripture? Here's what motivates the general director of The Navigators. 
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Several years ago I took time to rethink why I memorize Scripture. I found five primary reasons 
that continue to motivate me to store God's Word in my heart. 
 
Deliverance from Sin 
The act of memorizing Scripture doesn't keep me from sin. God's Word does: "I have hidden your 
word in my heart that I might not sin against you" (Ps. 119:11). 
 God's Word protects me from sin when it is hidden in my heart, making it available for the 
Holy Spirit to bring to my mind. 
 
Victory over Satan 
Our spiritual warfare involves a real enemy—Satan. We are told in Eph. 6:17 to combat him with 
" . . . the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." 
 Three times Jesus used this weapon to gain victory over Satan in the wilderness (Mt. 4:1–10). 
We, too, can have victory if we are equipped. Scripture memory puts the sword in the hand 
where we can use it. 
 
Spiritual Prosperity 
Notice what Ps. 1 says about how the faithful man responds to God's Word: " . . . on his law he 
meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers" (vv. 2, 3). 
 Meditating—thinking, chewing, letting the Word of God linger in our minds day and night—
brings spiritual prosperity. 
 We cannot meditate on what we don't know. But if we memorize Scripture, it's right there in 
our minds. We can meditate on it so that we can prosper spiritually. 
 The Word is our food, and Scripture memory puts the food in our minds where it can 
nourish us. 
 
Personal Guidance 
Psalm 119:24 says, "Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors." 
 Not long ago, when I became a new member of a board of directors, God's Word counseled 
me about what to do during my first meeting. I had just memorized Prov. 18:2, "A fool finds no 
pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his own opinions." That showed me what to do 
in that meeting: to try to understand before expressing my opinion. 
 Because I memorize Scripture, verses often come to my mind, giving me practical guidance 
on what to do. 
 
Helping Others 
When someone comes to you for help, what will you answer? The words of truth? What God has 
to say? Or your own opinions? 
 "Have I not written thirty sayings for you, sayings of counsel and knowledge, teaching you 
true and reliable words, so that you can give sound answers to him who sent you?" (Prov. 22:20–
21). 
 One man told me, "For twenty years I've been a failure." So I shared with him Josh. 1:8: "Do 
not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful." This 
passage opened the man's understanding. It showed him the key to "good success." He didn't 
need to be a failure, and it was God's Word that encouraged him, not my words. 



 We've all experienced helping someone else or being helped through Scripture. One time in 
Norfolk, Virginia, I was discouraged. A friend gave me a few verses from 1 Pet. 5 and it seemed 
as if the fog just lifted. 
 God gives His Word as a tool for helping others, and memorizing it puts it immediately at 
hand so that we can make the best use of it. 
 We don't always have our Bibles with us when we need deliverance, victory, guidance, or a 
truth to help others. But Scripture memory puts the Word in our hearts, food in our minds, a 
light on our path, a weapon in one hand and a tool in the other. 
 Have you tried it? "But my memory is poor," you think. So is mine  . . . and most people have 
the same problem. But if you can remember your own house number, you can memorize. The 
longer we live, the better we should be able to remember, since we have more experience with 
which to associate what we learn. 
 The ability to memorize anything depends on its importance to us. A building contractor will 
remember the rates on mortgage interest. A serviceman remembers his discharge date, a 
housewife the supermarket's sale days. We remember best what affects us personally. 
 Give the Word of God opportunity to transform your life: memorize it. 
 


