
Top Books for New (and Mature) Disciples 
by Pastor Henry Williams 
 
Here are my recommendations for new (and old) followers of Jesus.  
 
Basic Discipleship – The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren. This book really covers all the major 
bases for basic discipleship. If you haven’t read it, take 40 days to read it (one chapter per day) 
and then read it again. 

Evangelism – Becoming a Contagious Christian by Bill Hybels and Mark Mittleberg. I think this is 
the single best book to read on the subject and it is very practical. My runner-up would be Out of 
the Salt Shaker by Rebecca Pippert.  

Spiritual Disciplines – The Life You’ve Always Wanted by John Ortberg is a great introduction and 
popularization of Dallas Willard’s work and others. Runner-ups in this category are Celebration of 
Discipline by Richard Foster and Ordering Your Private World by Gordon MacDonald. 

Bible Interpretation – How to Read the Bible for all its Worth by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart. 
This will be like a mini-seminary class on biblical interpretation and will impact your reading of 
the Bible for the rest of your life. 

Church – The Purpose Driven Church by Rick Warren. This is the book that made Warren famous 
in the pastoral world, years before he ever wrote the Purpose Driven Life. Some concepts and 
applications are a little outdated, but it’s an encyclopedia of church health principles.  

Theology – The classic is Knowing God by J.I. Packer. Two other contemporary classics I highly 
recommend are Desiring God by John Piper and The Holiness of God by R.C. Sproul. Another 
recommendation would be one of the updated editions of Know What You Believe by Paul Little.  

Apologetics – My number one is Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis. The Case for Christ and The Case 
for Faith Lee Strobel would be my close runner-ups. An updated edition of Know Why You Believe 
by Paul Little would also be a good start.  

Discipleship is about all arenas of life. So top books on society and culture, marriage and 
parenting, relationships, emotions, the arts, justice and compassion, environment, marketplace 
and leadership and other everyday life topics could also be added to this list. Some authors and 
books that have impacted me include: 
• Religion and politics: The Naked Public Square by John Richard Neuhaus. 
• Worldviews and Culture: Books by Charles Colson. 
• Compassion and Justice: Books by Marvin Olasky and Ron Sider’s Rich Christians in an Age 

of Hunger. 
• Relationships: Books by Henry Cloud/John Townsend, The Age of Opportunity by Paul 

Tripp (for parenting teens) and my whole family was deeply impacted by Adventures in 
Odyssey radio program, which is all about relationships (including our relationship with 
God).   

• Vocation: Your Work Matters to God by Doug Sherman. 
• World Religions: The Chosen by Chaim Potok and The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini, 

both novels.  
 


